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NOMINATION &
CANDIDATES KIT

FOR MORE INFORMATION

JANUARY 2025 METIS NATION
BRITISH COLUMBIA BY-ELECTION

This Nomination and Candidates Kit is provided for
your convenience and reference.

For a complete understanding of all election
processes and requirements you are expected to
have read and reviewed the Métis Nation Electoral
Act if you intend to run for or nominate an eligible
member for Office.

Please visit the following websites or contact the Chief Electoral Officer directly.

https://www.onefeather.ca/nations/mnbc

https://www.mnbc.ca/about-mnbc/elections/2025-byelection

Lawrence Lewis, Chief Electoral Officer
Ph: 250.384.8200 TF: 1.855.923.3006 Email: nominations@onefeather.ca
209-852 Fort Street, Victoria, British Columbia V8W 1H8

https://www.onefeather.ca/nations/mnbc


https://www.onefeather.ca/nations/mnbc
https://www.mnbc.ca/about-mnbc/elections/2025-byelection
mailto:nominations@onefeather.ca
http://www.onefeather.ca/nations/mnbc

JANUARY 2025 BY-ELECTION TIMELINE

Action / Item m Critical Date

Mail and Post Notice of Election and
Nomination Packages to all electors

NOMINATION PERIOD CLOSES

Post Notice of Poll & list of Candidates

Final List of registered voters due to Chief
Electoral Officer

Provide a copy of the provincial/Regional Elector
Lists to Candidates

Deadline to request community ballot box
SEND MAIL-IN BALLOT PACKAGES TO VOTERS
Community Ballot Boxes Open

Post final list of Polling Stations

Deadline for Candidate Withdrawal

Deadline for appeal to add name to
Elector List

Last Day to Request a Mail in Ballot

ELECTRONIC VOTING OPENS

Community ballot boxes returned to Chief
Electoral Officer

ELECTION DAY

COUNT DAY

Article 8.1

Article 8.2

Article 11.1

Article 7.1, 7.6 and
7.7

Article 7.3

Article 15.2
Article 16.4

Article 12.1

Article 7.7

Article 15.3

Article 4.0

If necessary

November 6, 2024

November 26, 2024

December 1, 2024

November 21, 2024

November 27, 2024

December 6, 2024

December 15, 2024

December 15, 2024

December 15, 2024

December 15, 2024

December 22, 2024

December 23, 2024

December 16, 2024

December 31, 2024

January 5, 2025

January 5, 2025

Nomination and Candidates Kit — MNBC January 2025 By-election

November 6, 2024



MESSAGE FROM CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER

Dear Candidate,

The information and contents of this Nomination and Candidates Kit is provided for
your convenience. It is the candidate’s sole responsibility to ensure that their
nomination submission and their conduct during the election event are fully
compliant with the rules and governing processes of the Electoral Act. Please take
the time to review this document — questions can be directed to my office anytime.
We would be pleased to receive your enquiry and answer any questions you may
have.

Included in this package are all the forms and instructions necessary to complete a
successful nomination. We have also included a timeline document with the critical
voting event dates for the 2025 By Election. Please review all these documents
thoroughly.

Time is of the essence, and you are encouraged to start and complete the
nomination process as early as possible. No extensions of any type will be
considered — you must complete all the requirements for a successful nomination
fully and completely and on time.

If you require any assistance whatsoever, please do not hesitate to contact me. My
coordinates are on all official election Notices and the cover of this document.

All the very best,

i

Lawrence Lewis, Chief Electoral Officer.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

These FAQs are directed toward nominees/candidates. Additional FAQs are
available online and will be updated as needed from time to time. For questions
regarding the 2SLBGTQQIA+ Provincial Governance Council, please see page 5.

FAQ1: Can | run in the 2025 By Election if | do not have my MNBC
citizenship card?

Answer 1: Aslongasyou are aregistered voter (on the voters list) you are eligible
to run and vote in this election. Having a physical MNBC citizenship
card is not a requirement, however, you will need to know your MNBC
citizenship number in order to run for office, nominate someone and
vote successfully.

FAQ 2: Do | have to submit a written declaration and Criminal Record Check
if | want to be a candidate?

Answer 2: Yes. Article 23.7 of the MNBC Constitution state that individuals are
disqualified from running for elected MNBC positions if they have
been convicted of a criminal offense carrying a penalty of two (2) years
or more. All candidates must provide a written declaration and
Criminal Record Check to the Chief Electoral Officer along with their
filed nomination papers per Article 45 of the MNBC Constitution.

NOTE: Results and content of Criminal Record Checks will not be made
public.

FAQ 3: If | hold an elected position in my Métis Chartered Community, do |
have to resign in order to run in the 2025 By Election?

Answer 3: No. Neither the MNBC Electoral Act nor the Constitution require
elected officials or representatives to step down from their position
during an election while running for office.

FAQ 4: Can | run for an MNBC office if | have served as a director at another
Métis association/organization in the one year prior to the date of
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the 2025 By Election (unaffiliated with the Métis Nation British
Columbia and its Métis Chartered Communities)?

Answer 4: No. Nominated candidates cannot accept a nomination for an elected
position if they are serving or have served as a director or officer of
another provincial Métis body or association other than a Métis
Chartered Communities during the one-year period prior to the date
of the 2025 By Election. (Article. 8.7)

FAQ5: If | am an employee of or contractor for MNBC, do | have to resign in
order to run in the 2025 By Election?

Answer 5: No, however Article 8.3g of the Electoral Act requires salaried
employees to take a leave of absence from their position during the
campaign. Article 8.3h requires that contractors must submit notice of
termination of all current contracts at the close of nominations.

FAQ 6: Who is responsible for coordinating candidacy papers and associated
nomination signatures?

Answer 6: It is the sole responsibility of each person seeking nomination to
coordinate, complete and submit their nomination package to the
Chief Electoral Officer. MNBC citizens who are signing nomination
forms must send the nomination form directly to the candidate, who
will then submit it as part of their nomination package to the Chief
Electoral Officer.

FAQ7: Will MNBC or the Electoral Officer provide a list of voters to
Candidates?

Answer 7: Yes. The Chief Electoral Officer will provide the appropriate voters list
and their contact information as per the MNBC Election rules and
procedures. Candidates shall be required to execute an Oath to
protect and respect citizen privacy rights and conduct themselves with
extreme care and consideration once access to the voters list is
provided, along with understanding and following all provincial and
federal laws regarding address, email, and telephone details and
solicitation in general.
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2SLGBTQQIA+ PROVINCIAL GOVERNANCE COUNCIL - FAQ

FAQ 8: What does it mean to self-identify as 2SLGBTQQIA+?
Answer 8: Please see appendix A for more information.

FAQ9: Who can run for a position on the 2SLGBTQQIA+ Provincial
Governance Council?

Answer 9: MNBC Citizens who self-identify on their candidate documents as
2SLGBTQQIA+ may run for a position on the Council.

FAQ10: Who can nominate a candidate for a position on the 2SLGBTQQIA+
Council?

Answer 10: MNBC Citizens who meet the requirements in the nomination
requirements table on page 7, and who self-identify on the
nomination documents as 2SLGBTQQIA+ may nominate a Candidate
for the Council.

FAQ11: Who will receive a ballot for the 2SLGBTQQIA+ positions?

Answer 11: Ballots for the provincial chairperson for the 2SLGBTQQIA+ Council
will be sent to/available online for all MNBC citizens over the age of
18, in addition to the ballot for the representative for their region.
(Article 6). The intent of this provision is to preserve the privacy and
safety of 2SLGBTQQIA+ voters, recognizing that requiring a database
of 2SLGBTQQIA+ people would create a disproportionate risk for
2SLGBTQQIA+ citizens and further marginalize some of the most
vulnerable members of our nation.

FAQ12: Who can vote for candidates for the 2SLGBTQQIA+ Provincial
Governance Council?

Answer 12: MNBC Citizens who are 18 years of age and older and self-identify as
2SLGBTQQIA+ can vote for the 2SLGBTQQIA+ Council.
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FAQ13: Will self-identification information be collected and stored by MNBC
or by OneFeather?

Answer 13: No, self-identification information will not be collected and stored in
any way. This is to preserve the privacy and safety of 2SLGBTQQIA+
voters, recognizing that requiring a database with this information
would create a disproportionate risk for 2SLGBTQQIA+ Citizens.

FAQ 14: How can someone who is not 2SLGBTQQIA+ be prevented from
running or voting for the 2SLGBTQQIA+ positions?

Answer 14: This system relies upon the integrity of our citizens to represent
themselves with authenticity. Please support the right of
2SLGBTQQIA+ citizens to have a democratically elected voice in the
nation and cast a ballot only if you identify as 2SLGBTQQIA+.
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NOMINATION PACKAGE CHECK LIST

Provincial Office

Minimum Number of
Original Signatures

Regional Offices

Minimum Number of
Original Signatures

Chairperson of the
2SLGBTQQIA+ Provincial
Governance Council

10 from self-declared
2SLGBTQQIA+ on the
Provincial Voters List

Regional Representative of
the Métis Women of BC

5 from people on the
Regional Women Voter List

Regional Representative of
the Métis Youth of BC

3 from Youth on Regional
Youth Voter List

Regional Representative of
the 2SLGBTQQIA+ Provincial
Governance Council

3 from self-declared
2SLGBTQQIA+ on Regional
Voters List

The Minimum Number
of Original Signatures
must be from Electors
who also:

Reside in British Columbia

Are NOT signatories of
another candidates’
nomination papers for the
same position

Are eligible to vote in the
2025 MNBC By-Election

The Minimum Number of
Original Signatures must be
from Electors who also:

Reside in the region in which
the candidate seeks
nomination

Are NOT signatories of
another candidates’
nomination papers for the
same position

Are eligible to vote in the
2025 MNBC By-Election

Please ensure that you submit the following information to the Chief Electoral
Officer as the candidacy nomination package! for the Métis Nation British Columbia
2025 By Election:

v" Completed Nomination Form with original signatures.

v" Completed Nomination Acceptance Declaration Form

v" Completed Criminal Record Check (CRC) Declaration Form.

o A “name based CRC” — not requiring fingerprints is acceptable.

v' Completed 2SLGBTQQIA+ Provincial Governance Council Affirmation Form

o Only necessary for candidates running for the 2SLGBTQQIA+ Provincial
Governance Council

v' Completed Affirmation Form attesting to certain facts regarding your MNBC
Provincially Registered Métis citizen of British Columbia status.

1 Allforms can also be downloaded from the following websites:

- https://www.onefeather.ca/nations/mnbc

- https://www.mnbc.ca/about-mnbc/elections/2025-byelection

Nomination and Candidates Kit — MNBC January 2025 By-election

November 6, 2024




v A Copy of a written letter requesting a leave of absence (from MNBC or
applicable subsidiary) at the close of nominations sent to the MNBC Chief
Executive Officer (if applicable).

v A copy of the notice of termination of all current contracts (with MNBC) at
the close of nominations sent to the MNBC Chief Executive Officer (if
applicable).

NOTE:

e Candidates can submit additional signatures beyond the minimum required if they
wish.

e For more information on types of CRC's please visit:
https://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/types-criminal-background-checks

e To find out where to go to get your CRC please visit:
https://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/where-do-get-a-criminal-record-check
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NOMINATION FORM

Provide the minimum number of original signatures of eligible electors as defined
in Article 8.4 of the MNBC Electoral Act (see previous page for chart of required
signatures for each elected office). Nominators must print their name, MNBC
Citizenship number and their Métis Chartered Community and sign the nomination
form. The Chief Electoral Officer will verify all nominators.

We strongly recommend that you acquire more than the minimum number of
original signatures of eligible electors nominating your candidacy. Please submit
your nomination as a complete package (all required documents and forms) —avoid
sending in batches or sporadically.

We will confirm receipt of materials via email; however, it is your sole responsibility
to ensure we receive all submissions and your complete nomination package.

Print or duplicate this form as necessary to collect all your required original
signatures of eligible electors nominating your candidacy.

Nominations Close: November 26, 2024 at 8:00 p.m. Pacific Time

| hereby nominate: for the position of:

. (please print clearly)

# (keep track of your nomination here)

Nominated by: Citizenship No.

Métis Chartered
Community

Signature

Date 2024

For nominations to positions on the 2SLGBTQQIA+ Provincial Governance Council, my signature above is also:
. My declaration that | identify as 2SLGBTQQIA+; and
. Confirms that | understand the inherent risk of being identified as 2SLGBTQQIA+ and that by putting my name forward as
nominator, my identity will become part of the public record.
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(YOU MAY PRINT MULTIPLE COPIES OF THIS PAGE AS NEEDED)

| hereby nominate: for the position of:

. (please print clearly)

# (keep track of your nomination here)

Citizenship No.

Métis Chartered
Community

Nominated by:

Signature

Date 2024

For nominations to positions on the 2SLGBTQQIA+ Provincial Governance Council, my signature above is also:
. My declaration that | identify as 2SLGBTQQIA+; and
. Confirms that | understand the inherent risk of being identified as 2SLGBTQQIA+ and that by putting my name forward as
nominator, my identity will become part of the public record.

I hereby nominate: for the position of:

. (please print clearly)

# (keep track of your nomination here)

Citizenship No.

Métis Chartered
Community

Nominated by:

Signature

Date 2024

For nominations to positions on the 2SLGBTQQIA+ Provincial Governance Council, my signature above is also:
. My declaration that | identify as 2SLGBTQQIA+; and
. Confirms that | understand the inherent risk of being identified as 2SLGBTQQIA+ and that by putting my name forward as
nominator, my identity will become part of the public record.

| hereby nominate: for the position of:

. (please print clearly)

# (keep track of your nomination here)

Citizenship No.

Métis Chartered
Community

Nominated by:

Signature

Date 2024

For nominations to positions on the 2SLGBTQQIA+ Provincial Governance Council, my signature above is also:
. My declaration that | identify as 2SLGBTQQIA+; and
. Confirms that | understand the inherent risk of being identified as 2SLGBTQQIA+ and that by putting my name forward as
nominator, my identity will become part of the public record.

Nominations Close: November 26, 2024 at 8:00 p.m. Pacific Time
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CANDIDATE ACCEPTANCE DECLARATION FORM

CANDIDATE DECLARATION
| accept this Nomination, and | will comply with Article 8 of the MNBC Electoral Act.

Candidate : Citizenship No.

Métis Chartered
Community

Signature

Date 2024

| accept my nomination as a candidate for the office of (PRINT CLEARLY):

CANDIDATE CONTACT INFORMATION (PRINT CLEARLY)

Full Legal Name:

Email Address:

Mobile:

Alternate Phone:

Current Residential Mailing
address:

Contact information of | Name:
Parent/Guardian/Caregiver
if under 18 years of age

Email address:

Phone Number:
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CRIMINAL RECORD CHECK DECLARATION FORM

Please complete and submit this document to the MNBC Chief Electoral Officer
as part of your candidacy nomination package.

l, (please print full name) am a Citizen of
Métis Nation British Columbia seeking elected office in the 2025 By Election.

l, (please print full name) have sought a
criminal record check from my local police/RCMP detachment. In accordance with
Article 23.7 and 45 of the MNBC Constitution, | will be disqualified from being a
member of the MNBC if | have been convicted of a criminal offense carrying a
penalty of two (2) years or greater, as shown by the Criminal Record Check
submitted as part of this nomination package.

Furthermore, in order to seek elected office in the MNBC,

|, (please print full name) shall provide a
Criminal Record Check to the Chief Electoral Officer along with my filed nomination
papers for the purpose of satisfying Articles 23.7 and 45 of the MNBC Constitution.

l, (please print full name) understand that
the results and content of the Criminal Record Check will not be made public, unless
| voluntarily consent in writing.

AND | MAKE THIS SOLEMN DECLARATION conscientiously believing it to be true
and knowing that it is of the same force and effect as if made under oath and by
virtue of the Canada Evidence Act.

Candidate : Citizenship No.
Métis Chartered
Community
Signature Date 2024
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AFFIRMATION FORM

Please complete and submit this document to the MNBC Chief Electoral Officer
as part of your candidacy nomination package for all positions.

|, (please print fullname) dM a Provincially
Registered Métis Nation of British Columbia citizen, seeking elected office in the
2025 By Election.

l, (please print full name) am hot
registered under the Indian Act or the Inuit Registry.

l, (please print fullname) @am not an officer
or director of a provincial Métis body or association beyond MNBC, other than a
Métis Chartered Community, and have not been at any time during the one year
period prior to the January 5, 2025 date of the Election.

AND | MAKE THIS AFFIRMATION conscientiously believing it to be true.

Candidate Citizenship No.
Métis Chartered
Community
Signature
Date 2024
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2SLGBTIQQIA+ PROVINCIAL GOVERNANCE COUNCIL

AFFIRMATION FORM

Please complete and submit this document to the MNBC Chief Electoral Officer
as part of your candidacy nomination package if you are seeking a seat on the

2SLGBTQAQIA+ Provincial Governance Council.

(please print full name) affirm that |

identify as 2SLGBTQQIA+

l,

(please print full name) understand the

inherent risk of being identified as 2SLGBTQQIA+ and acknowledge that by putting
my name forward as a candidate, my identity will become part of the public record.

AND | MAKE THIS AFFIRMATION conscientiously believing it to be true.

Candidate

Signature

Citizenship No.

Métis Chartered
Community

Date

2024
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CANDIDATES OATH OF COMMITMENT
TO PRIVACY AND CONDUCT

|, (please print full name) a candidate in
the MNBC 2025 By Election, | solemnly swear to uphold the following
commitments:

1. Respect for Privacy and Confidentiality:

o | will protect and respect the privacy rights of all MNBC citizens,
ensuring that all personal information provided to me, including
addresses, and telephone details, is handled with the utmost
confidentiality and used solely for election-related purposes.

o | will comply with the provisions outlined in the MNBC Electoral Act
regarding the use and protection of the Voters List (Article 7).

o | will ensure that all electronic and paper copies of the Voters List are
destroyed immediately following the election.

2. Adherence to Legal and Ethical Standards:

o lunderstand and will adhere to all provincial and federal laws related
to data privacy, including the Personal Information Protection Act
(PIPA).

o | will follow Canada’s Anti-Spam Legislation (CASL), ensuring that all
electronic communications are compliant, including obtaining explicit
consent from recipients before sending emails or other electronic
messages and providing clear opt-out mechanisms.

3. Responsible Campaign Conduct:

o | will conduct my campaign with integrity, fairness, and respect for all
participants in the electoral process.

o lwill not engage in malicious or objectionable practices, as per the
MNBC Electoral Act, and will avoid any conduct that could be
deemed as harassment or undue influence on voters (Article 8.8).

4. Transparency and Accountability:
o | will ensure transparency in my campaign activities, maintaining
accurate records of communications and interactions with voters.
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o | will be accountable for my actions and the actions of my campaign
team, ensuring they also adhere to these commitments.

5. Commitment to Non-Partisan Use of Resources:

o lwill not use MNBC offices, equipment, or any program delivery
resources for campaign purposes, adhering strictly to the rules
outlined in the MNBC Electoral Act (Article 8.9).

By signing this oath, | acknowledge my understanding of these commitments and
my obligation to adhere to them throughout the election period.

I MAKE THIS OATH conscientiously and shall conduct myself accordingly.

Candidate Citizenship No.
Métis Chartered
Community
Signature
Date 2024
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Appendix A: Information on 2SLGBTQQIA+ Identity

At MNBC’s 2024 AGM, a resolution to create an elected 2SLGBTQQIA+ Council was passed. This historic
decision makes MNBC the first Metis to have a democratically elected representative body of
2SLGBTQQIA+ people.

This system relies upon the integrity of our Citizens to represent themselves with authenticity. Please
support the right of 2SLGBTQQIA+ citizens to have a democratically elected voice in the Metis Nation
and cast a ballot only if you identify as 2SLGBTQQIA+.

WHo 1s 2SLGBTQQIA+

® 2S5 —Two Spirit: A contemporary umbrella term that can Refer to a combination of multiple
LGBTQQIA+ identities and/or experiences of gender and sexuality unique to Indigenous peoples,
often with spiritual elements.

L = Lesbian: refers to women who are attracted to women.

G = Gay: refers to men who are attracted to men

B = Bisexual: refers to individuals who are attracted to their gender and others.

T =Trans: refers to a person whose gender differs from their assigned/assumed gender or sex at
birth
Q = Queer: an umbrella term used to encompass diverse 2SLGBTQQIA+ identities.

e Q= Questioning: refers to a person who has not yet found the words to describe their
experience of gender and/or sexuality.

e | =Intersex: refers to a person who was born with anatomy or chromosomes that do not fit the
traditional binary of male or female.

e A= Agender/Asexual: refers to a person who does not experience gender, or sexual attraction to
any group of people.

e +refers to diverse identities not captured in the acronym. This might include nonbinary,
genderfluid, pansexual, demisexual, and others.

A person is not 2SLGBTQQIA+ if they are cisgender (their internal sense of gender corresponds to the
sex they were identified as having at birth) and heterosexual (they are sexually or romantically attracted
exclusively to people of the other sex).

“Sex” refers to anatomical sex, based on physical or biological attributes, including some combination of
genitalia, chromosomes, hormones, and physical appearance. Sex at birth (male/female) is assigned
based on genitalia.

“Gender” refers to a person's concept of self, often influenced by social, cultural, and personal
experiences. The two ends of the gender spectrum are usually “masculine” and “feminine”.
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